Dear Editor,
We thank Agilli et al. [1] for their interest in our paper entitled 'Serum paraoxonase 1 activity and oxidative stress in pediatric patients with pulmonary tuberculosis'. Paraoxonase enzymes (PONs) are lactonases that have the ability to prevent oxidative stress and fight inflammation [2] . PON-1 is a high-density lipoprotein-associated enzyme esterase which appears to contribute to the antioxidant and antiatherosclerotic capabilities of high-density lipoprotein and has been shown to reduce reactive oxygen species in human endothelial cells, vascular smooth muscle cells and fibroblasts [3] .
We sincerely thank Agilli et al. for their valuable comment pointing out the impact of dietary intake of antioxidant vitamins on PON-1 activity [4] . Increased intakes of vitamin C, A and E are associated with increased PON-1 activity [5] . In our study, both study and control groups were composed of patients who had no history of any drug use. The standard biochemical parameters and complete blood count including hemoglobin, hematocrit, ferritin and vitamin D levels were compared in both groups. The mean Th is is an Open Access article licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Unported license (CC BY-NC) (www.karger.com/OA-license), applicable to the online version of the article only. Distribution permitted for non-commercial purposes only.
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Med Princ Pract 2015;24:586-587 DOI: 10.1159/000439306 587 hemoglobin, hematocrit, ferritin and 25-hydroxyvitamin D levels were not statistically different between study and control groups [1] . The erythrocyte sedimentation rate and C-reactive protein assessments were performed in the tuberculosis group but not in controls because the control group was chosen from patients who had been admitted to our clinic for reasons other than infectious and inflammatory diseases.
Please note that we measured the total antioxidant levels that would reflect the actual total antioxidant status rather than measuring the vitamin levels or antioxidant molecules selectively. The antioxidant levels were lower in the tuberculosis group compared with the control group. This result suggested that the dietary antioxidant vitamin status was poor in tuberculosis patients.
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